
NSF Higher Education Research & 
Development (HERD) Survey 

 
Institutionally Financed Research 



NSF HERD Survey 
• collects data on research and development (R&D) expenditures at 

higher education institutions in the U.S. by field of research and 

source of funds (https://researchadmin.asu.edu/topical-
guide/nsf-herd-survey) 

• completed annually for a given fiscal year (Sept 1-Aug 31) and is 
due by the end of January of the following year 

• results of the survey are primarily used to: 

– assess trends in R&D expenditures across the fields of science 
and engineering (S&E) 

– rank institutions by R&D expenditures 

– maintain data from previous fiscal years for historical trend 
analysis purposes 

• information is vital for decision making by federal, state, and 
academic planners regarding future R&D funding priorities 

• NYU places significant importance on the results of the survey 
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• Types of data collected: 

Foreign sources of funding 

Medical School R&D 

Clinical Trial R&D 

Type of funding agreement: grant vs contract 

Specific cost elements of R&D expenses 

    (salaries, software, equipment, etc.) 

Headcount of personnel paid from R&D accounts 
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i.e., Faculty research 

accounts (Fund 20) 

University Research Challenge Fund 

(URCF)- captured in Fund 24 

i.e., Gifts with research purpose (Fund22) 
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INCLUDE expenditures that support: 

 

• Basic Research [BARSH]: experimental or theoretical work undertaken 
primarily to acquire new knowledge of the underlying foundations of 
phenomena and observable facts, without any particular application or use 
in view; 

• Applied Research [APRSH]: original investigation undertaken in order to 
acquire new knowledge. It is directed primarily towards a specific, practical 
aim or objective;  

• Experimental Development [EXDVP]: systematic work, drawing on 
knowledge gained from research and practical experience and producing 
additional knowledge, which is directed to producing new products or 
processes or to improving existing products or processes. Note: Extramural 
funding for fellowships, scholarships, or dissertations generally are 
categorized as one of the three types of Research;  

•  Clinical Trial [CLTRL]: research studies designed to answer specific questions 
about the effects of drugs, vaccines, medical devices, tests, treatments, and 
other therapies for patients. A Clinical Trial is used to determine safety and 
effectiveness.  
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INCLUDE expenditures that support (cont’d.): 

 

•  Research [RSH] – former legacy value that consists of all organized 
research (basic, applied research and experimental development); 

• Research Training [RSTRN] - includes the training of individuals in 
research techniques where such activities utilize the same facilities 
as other research and development activities; 

 

DO NOT include activity that supports OSA. 

• Other Sponsored Activity [OSA] - Programs and projects financed 
by Federal and non-Federal agencies and organizations that involve 
the performance of work other than instruction and organized 
research.  

– Examples are: health service projects, public service projects, 
and education and community service programs. 
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FAME Purpose Codes 
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Purpose Description

ACSUP Academic Service/Support

APRSH Applied Research

AUX Auxiliary Enterprises

BARSH Basic Research

CAPTL Capital

CLTRL Clinical Trial

EXDVP Experimental Development

INSTR Instruction

INSUP Institutional Support

INTRN Instructional Training

LIBR Libraries

LPTRA La Pietra

OIA Other Institutional Activities

OMP Op and Maintenance of Plant

OSA Other Sponsored Activity

PBSVC Public Service

PTC Patient Care

RESRV Reserve

RSH Organized Research (old legacy code)

RSTRN Research Training

SCFLW Scholarship/Fellowship

SSA Student Services Admin

STAID Student Aid/Loans



HERD Survey Sample Template 

• 16 questions on the HERD survey. 

27 worksheets to fill out. 

Examples follow: 

• Question 1 has 2 worksheets 

• Question 9 has 6 

• Question 11 has 4 

• Question 12 has 1 

• Question 14 has 3 
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